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A Note on Hittite tafa-~ 'steal'

The etymology of the Hittite mi-verb tdaja-, 3 sg. tagezsz<
*steal' is wellfkhqwn: related lexical items outside Anatolian
are Ved. tayti-, stayt-, Av. taiiu- 'thief', 0CS tajq. 'l con-
feeai', tatb-'tﬁief‘ and Gk. TntdouaL"be in want {of)'. POKOR-
NY refers these forms to a root *(s)ﬁaz—3'he1m11ch um etwas
brlngenr hehlen, stehlen’, most modern scholars would dispense

:Wlfh the long dlphthong and write 51mp1y *(s)teh (z)—

~It has long been suspected that .the ‘final glide of. reets in
'—eh (1)- orlglnated ip-the present ~whence It was subsequently
‘extended to other- forms ‘Favering ‘suc¢h an_1nterpretat10n is -
the:fact that: roats of: this structure often have. Fulle or..ze-
ro—grade presents 50 *-ge/o~ (ef. .Sw dta, Latv.-degu <
*dheh (L) suck’ “Ved. syat(r)< *seh (1)— 0T - *gh eh f£ps-
'blnd') beside: unextended aoTists - (ef Ved. adhat asat}
'present suffix here 1s presumabky to—be analyzed ias *-z- fol-
;lowed by the thematlc vowel. From a phonelogical point of -E
v1ew ta;a~ could e3311y be explalned ‘as. a formation of the |
. same type, since *h was regularly. Tost hefore *g- in Hit-
t1te A reconstructlon *(s}tehgge/o—; however would be mor-
pheloglcally unsatisfactery. Hittite is unique in. typically
shew1ng athematic presents to "long diphthongal™ roots: the
_cognate of Ved.sydt(<) is 3 sg. zs@az, 3 pl. 13@11an31, while
0CS spéjq 'I SUCQeed"(< *spehj(i)—}“is'matched_by_S'sgL
t8pat, 3 pl. i8pifanzi 'become sated'. I shall show elsewhere

that this inflectional pattera is an archaism, and ultimately
.. points to an IE ‘type 3 sg. *TEH-{-e, 3-p1. #TH-{-énti (or
*TH f-&r) . For the moment it is sufficient to note that the
'expected present of *(a)teh (Z)- in Hrttlte would have been

Vnot,S sg._ta;ezzz,rpl.,tazanz;, but 3 sg. *tai, plaﬂ*tzgangr.
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In fact, tafezzz is not a form of the same type as Latv.
déju or 0CS spéjqg at all, but an iterative-causative in
*-gfe/o-. This is straightforwardly indicated by 0CS tajq,
the full paradigm of which (cf. '3 sg. tditz, inf. taiii) is
thdt of an - presénf Both Hitt. f&id— and S1. *tagi- éan be
'derlved without dlfflculty from an IE stem *(s)toh’ P efe/o-;
morphologlcally, the relatlonshlpAof such a form to the root
*(s)fehg(z)— would be precisely the ‘samé as that of ved.
"ﬁéﬁéyafi "causes to drink' (< *pohsz e}e/o ) to IE *peh (1)—
'drink'. A further 1lexiéal’ 1tem may "tHds be ‘added to” the
- rgrowing 'list . of Hittitenverbs whichohave been shown~to con-
“:gimpesthe IE .iterativewcausative @&teg@r?@{ef.:espeeiallyﬁ'
H:iELCHNER, MSS$:27, :5-44:.(1969)).:In.the present casey mMore-
~grery the derivatiendl bsolation @f tafe--and *tafi- swithin:
“their respectiveé traditiefis and thauabSence.af:any@otber@ree
cons%ruetable.present'foﬁathE”rdétﬂ%égiﬁéhrfi)—*make”itaex—
-cgedingly likely that tdgezzd and065Ltatt s preserve intact

awgenuine IE ferman




